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INTRODUCTION. 



The following pages contain, as the title 
page purports, the substance of three discour- 
ses addressed to the First Presbyterian church 
in this city during the early part of the present 
year. These discourses were a part of a some- 
what extended series, designed to exhibit that 
evidence of the divine origin and inspiration 
of the scriptures which is to be derived from 
the prophecies they contain. They have been 
written out only since they were delivered: 
hence many of the remarks interwoven with* 
the facts and arguments they present, can- 
not now be recalled ; while others, designed' 
to connect them with the series to which they 
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belonged, have been intentionally omitted, 
because not relevant to the particular subject 
they discuss. They are given to the public 
at the solicitation of many of those who heard 
them, and by the special request of the session 
of the church. 

I am aware that this little volume might 
have been greatly enlarged, by the introduc- 
tion, under each particular, of many addi- 
tional and well authenticated facts. I have, 
of design, made it as concise as I could, con- 
sistently with an adequate and perspicuous 
exhibition of the subject. If these discourses 
should fall into the hands of any who ha.ve 
not before been led to examine the matter of 
which they treat, and if they should excite 
in their minds sufficient interest to induce 
them to seek farther information from other 
and better sources, my object in this publica- 
tbn will be accomplished. 

There are many I knpw, who utterly dis- 
approve of any attempt, like the present, ta 
ex;po§^ the true character of Romanism. I 
wish to aShr to su^h a, few of the* rea$oii9 
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why I differ from them ia this opinion ; I beg 
them seriously and candidly to weigh them. 
That there are millions in the world, and 
many thousands in our own country, who 
are members of the churcb of Rome, is a feet 
with which every reader is acquainted. It 
is another fact, which is probably not so ge- 
nerally known, that an unusually earnest and 
determined effort is now making to extend 
the power and influence of that church in 
protestant countries, and especially in the Uni- 
ted States. That it is a covert effort certainly 
does not make it the less dangerous. Of the 
fact I state, no one, who has taken the troublfe 
to enquire and examine, can have any doubt ; 
and no person of rdlection, who is acquaint- 
ed with the history of the timefe, can fail to 
perceive that this effort has been temarkably 
successful. And there are, I cohceive, clear 
indications that the Romish controversy is 
about to become a matter of far greater mo- 
ment in the church, than it has ever been 
filnce the time of the Reformation. 

Now in this position of things, it is certain 
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that a large proportion of the Protestants of 
. our own country look with great favor on 
the Romish church. They suppose it to hold 
some important errors ; perhaps they go so 
far as to. believe it to be, in many respects, 
corrupt ; but still tliey admit it to be a part 
of the true church, and entertain no appre- 
hension that its pecuUar tenets are adapted 
to fatally mislead its members and endanger 
their salvation. It is also evident that they 
feel no solicitude about the influence of Ro- 
manism upon the young ; for there are thou- 
sands of the children of Protestants now edu- 
cated in Romish schools. Thus Protestants 
are every where, in large numbers, giving 
tlieir influence and money to the support and 
extension of the Romish faith. Certainly 
it is the duty of every one, in such circum- 
i^ances, to examine the nature of that faith ; 
to enquire calmly but diligently into the cha- 
racter of the Romish system ; and above all, 
whenr it is affirmed to be capable of demon- 
stration that it is the great predicted apostacy 
from the church of Christ, to examine the 
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evidence which may be adduced on tkis sub- 
ject, « that every man may be fully persuaded 
in his own mind." Let it never be forgotten 
that Romanism is an exclusive and intolerant 
system. It affirms that out of the church of 
Rome there is no salvation. As far as it has 
possessed the power, so far it has uniformly 
every where refused to permit the exercise of 
any other religious faith. That it is opposed 
to civil liberty, and the progress of learning, 
its whole history shows; and there are facts 
which bear directly upon this point to be 
found in these discourses, though these par- 
ticulars have not formed any part of the dis- 
cussion. Let it be examined then, calmly and 
dispassionately, but let it be fairly and fully 
examined; and let every one act according 
to that persuasion of his own mind which 
shall be the result of such an examination. 
There is another view of this subject which 
is exceedingly important. If Romanism be 
the apostacy, what is the condition of" those, 
who belong to that communion ? * Can they 
be considered as entertaining only harmless 
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errors 2 Q^r bave they embraced a faith which 
jeopards their salvation ? No one who has 
read the awful denunciations of the inspired 
word against the sin of apostacy, can hesitate 
how to answer these questions. Here then is 
suggested an additional and a far higher motive 
for the diligent investigation of this question, 
upon the part of every christian. It is a duty 
•of the first importance to endeavor to reclaim 
those that are out of the way; to strive to 
undeceive those who are deluded ; and to 
seek to. direct all in the only way of salva- 
tion. • But if we believe that the errors of the 
Romanists are not fundamental errors, and 
that they form a part, though not the purest 
part, of the true church, we shall not be very 
solicitous to enlighten them, nor have our 
consciences greatly impressed with the duty 
of seeking their salvation. In this view of 
the matter, it emphatically becomes every one 
to enquire into the true character of this 
churoh. Let every one institute this enqui- 
^XYj aud let him be governed by the result of 
it in his own mind. 
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I have no doubt that one great reason why 
so many are unwilling to have this subject 
agitated, in the pulpit or from the press, is 
the manner in which the Romish controver- 
sy has been conducted, for the most part, In 
this country. I do not wonder that they are 
disgusted, and even indignant at much that 
has been said and published on this subject. 
I sympathise cordially with them. These 
things are as unwarranted as they are un- 
wise. It required very little sagacity to fore- 
see what have been the consequences of them. 
It might have been readily anticipated that 
they would aid the progress of error, and im- 
pede the diffusion of the truth. No one can 
be more sensible than I am, that sarcasm and 
vituperation are not appropriate weapons in 
a religious controversy. But there can be 
no just ground of objection to a kind and 
dispassionate discussion of any religious sub- 
ject, at a proper time, and in a proper place. 
I am conscious of the kindest feelings towards 
the Homanidts, and of a sincere and earnest 
desire that they may be saved. I am sure 
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that these discourses have been prepared in 
a spirit such as would be engendered by 
these feelings ; and 1 am confident that no 
just exception can be taken to the manner 
in which the subject they discuss has been 
treated. Whatever may be their defects, there- 
fore, they are not fairly chargeable with any 
thing at which the most fastidious can take 
oiFence. . 

But while so many have erred on the one 
extreme, let me ask iif there be no danger of 
erring on the other ? That is not true cha- 
rity, which, through fear of giving offence, 
or from the influence of any other motive, 
hinders us from a faithful exhibition of the 
whole counsel of God in relation to the in- 
finitely important concern of the salvation of 
men. It is the imperative duty of the mi- 
nisters of the gospel, as they shall answer at 
the judgment seat of Christ, their master, to 
exhibit to the people the truth; nothing but 
the truth indeed, but the whole truth. And 
in relation to that portion of the truth dis- 
cussed in this volume, it is worthy of special 
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notice that the apostle Paul urges it upon 
Timothy to bring it to the recollection of the 
people, if he desired to bear one character- 
istic of a good minister. "If thou put the 
brethren in remembrance of these things, thou 
shalt be a good minister. of Jesus Christ, nou- 
rished up in the words of faith and good doc- 
trine, whereunto thou hast attained." Cer- 
tainly then, with the New Testament in my 
hand, I need offer no apology for what I have 
done towards enlightening the people of my 
own charge, upon the subject of the great 
apostacy. I offer none for what I do, in gi- 
ving these discourses to the public. In yield- 
ing to the request of my session to do so, I 
exercise an undoubted right, and trust that 
my unpretending effort may be productive of 
some good. 

It is hardly necessary perhaps, and yet it 
may be, to add that these discourses cannot 
be justly considered as an attack upon the 
Romanists. No one can rejoice more than I 
in the liberty which they enjoy, in common 
with ourselves, of entertaining their own opin- 
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iotis, preaching their own doctrines, and prac- 
tising their own rites. They are accustomed 
constantly to represent Protestants as heretics, 
and to affirm that no one can be saved out 
of the pale of the Romish church. No one 
interferes, nor wishes to interfere with their 
liberty of proclaiming and vindicating their 
own peculiarities, and exposing and denoun- 
cing what they deem to be the fatal errors 
of Protestant heresy. Certainly no one can 
reasonably object to our exercising the same 
liberty. All that any one has a right to re- 
quire is that our exhibitions of what we con- 
scientiously believe to be a ruinous delusion, 
shall be made in a christian spirit, and in 
inoffensive language : and that just requisi- 
tion I have endeavored to meet. 

I have only further to say, that I pretend 
to have presented nothing that will be new 
to those who are acquainted with the Romish 
controversy. I claim only to have brought 
together, in a concise form, facts and argu- 
ments abundantly sufficient to demonstrate 
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the true character of the church of Rome. 
If they be conclusive in relation to this point, 
so far they settle the whole controversy. 

J. N. C. 
Albany, April, 1838. 
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THE GREAT APOSTACY. 



DISCOURSE I. 

2 Thessaloniaks ii. 1 — 9. — Now we beseech yoUj breth- 
rm, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our 
gathering together unto him, that ye be not soon shaken in 
mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by 
letter as from us, us that the day of Christ is at hand. 
Let no man deceive you by any means : for that day shaU 
not come, exoq^t there come a faJUng aioay first, and that 
man qf sin be recealed, the son of perdition : who opposeth 
and exaJteth himself above aU that is called God, or that is 
worsh^ed ; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, 
shemng bimstff that he is God. Remember ye not, tiuu, 
when 1 was yet toith you, I told you these things ? And 
now ye know what withJtoldeth that he might be revealed in 
his dme. For the mystery of iniquity doth already work : 
only he wJio now letteth wSl let, untU he be taken out qf the 
way. And then shaU that wicked be revealed^ whom the Lord 



16 THE GREAT APOSTACY. 

shall consume toith the ^ffirU of his mouth, and dtaU de- 
stroy with the brightness qf his coming : even him, whose 
coming is qfter the working of Satan with aU power and 
signs and lying wonders, 

1 Timothy it. 1 - 3. — Now the Spirit speaketh apressbf, 
that in the latter times some shall dqfart from the faith, 
giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of deoils ; 
speahing lies in hypocrisy : having their conscience seared 
with a hat iron ; forbidding to marry, and commanding Ut 
abstain from meats. 

Daniel vii. 25. — And he shall speak great words against 
the Most High, and shall toear out the saints of the Most 
I&ghf and think to change times and laws. 

It appears to have been the opinion of at 
least a part of the primitive church, that the* 
end of the world was at hand. It is a mat- 
ter of no consequence to us, in the present 
discussion, whence this opinion arose. It is 
evident that Paul felt it to be important that 
this mistaken notion should be rectified, and 
in that portion of the text selected from his 
second epistle to the Thessaloniatis, he as^ 
sures these ancient believers that an event of 
great moment was first to take place, which 
was a great apostacy from the church, and 
the revelation of "that man of sin," "that 
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wicked" whom the Lord would evesntually 
and signally destroy. 

It is generally and very properly agreed, 
that, in this passage, the apostle refers to a 
previous prediction of the same event in 
the Old Testament scriptures. He speaks 
of the man of sin, or as our translation em- 
phatically renders it, that man of sin ; as if 
of a person or a power which had already 
occupied the minds of the prophets, and which 
it had long since been foretold should be re- 
vealed to oppose the purposes of the Most 
High. The prediction to which Paul evi- 
dently alludes is that of Daniel. This pro- 
phet, after directing us to papal Rome by 
characteristics of a very different kind from 
those which the text furnishes, proceeds to 
foretel in the passage I have quoted, that " he 
shall speak great words against the Most 
High, and shall wear out the saints of the 
Most High, and think to change times and 
laws." In considering the prediction of the 
apostle then, it is proper to keep in view the 

prediction of Daniel to which he evidently 
2 
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refers. The latter is explanatory of the for- 
mer. 

In the context immediately preceding that 
portion of the text which is selected from the 
first epistle to Timothy, Paul speaks of the 
great mystery of godliness, and then imme- 
diately, as if by a natural association of ideas, 
he proceeds to speak of the great mystery of 
iniquity, and admonishes this young minister 
to put the brethren in remembrance of these 
things, evidently that they might be on their 
guard against those false doctrines, in the 
prevalence of which the incipient steps of 
the great apostacy were already to be seen. 

Now in these three portions of the inspired 
record, we have a distinct prediction of a 
great and extensive falling av/ay from the 
truth in the church of Christ, and certain 
marks or characteristics by which that apos- 
tacy was to be known. It cannot be ques- 
tioned, that the design of the Holy Spirit in 
this record, is that the true believer may knd\v 
assuredly where that apostacy is to be found, 
and thus be put upon his guard against the 
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influence of a delusion which was to prove a 
snare to the souls of thousands. My pur* 
pose, therefore, is to examine the marks whicb 
the Holy Ghost has laid down, and to see if 
there be any communion professing to be 
the true church, in which they are all to be 
found. Before I enter upon this exaiQiDA^ 
tio|i, I request your attention to a few pre- 
linynary remarks. 

The Church of Rome, in which, as you 
anticipate, I suppose the great apostacy ie 
to be found, affirms that the predictions he^ 
fore us are yet to be fulfilled. In the anno^ 
tations of the Rhemish New Testament, (one 
of the authorised Romanist versions of thel 
portion of the sacred scriptures), upon the 
first of the passages contained in the text, 
the apostacy is represented as a falling away 
frpm the Romish church, which is to occuf 
a little before the end of the world, and the 
man of sin is spoken of as a person who will 
appear at the same time, and around whom rii 
atheists and heretics will rally for the puipose 
of opposing the church of Rome. ilL .is cer* 
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tainly important that, at the outset, we should 
expose this subterfuge if we can, and show 
that the predictions we are to examine are 
already accomplished, or at least in the pro- 
cess of fulfilment. Let me request you then 
particularly to remark, that the apostle af- 
firms concerning the mystery of iniquity, that 
it " doth already work." That is to say, that 
already, in his day, the elements of this great 
falling away were not only in existence, but 
had also begun to be in motion. Now those 
who are acquainted* with the early history of 
the church, know how true this intimation 
of the apostle is. Even in that day of the 
greatest purity, and thus far of the brightest 
glory of the church, grievous heresies had 
crept in, the pride of opinion and the pride of 
office had begun to be exhibited, and ere long 
that « voluntary humility and worshipping of 
angels," and observance of holydays, against 
which the apostle warned the Colossians, and 
those other incipient steps to the great idola- 
try which for so long a period overshadowed 
all Christendom with the darkness of spirit- 
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ual. midnight, distinctly characterised a large 
portion of the church. Certainly then it is 
&ir to conclude that this apostacy has long 
before this time been fully developed. Rather, 
is it not preposterous to affirm, that, when the 
apostle tells us that the way for the appear- 
ance of the man of sin was actually begin,- 
ning to be prepared at the very moment he 
wrote, we are now, after the lapse of eighteen 
centuries, still to look for the revelation of 
him as a future and far distant event? Be- 
yond all question, if we can find, now in ex- 
istence, a communion professing to be the 
true church of Christ, on which, and on which 
alone, we can fix all the marks presented in 
the text, we need neither seek furflier noc 
wait longer. We shall have found the apos* 
tacy. 

But the apostle has determined in the text 
the date of the revelation of the man of sin, 
and of the contemporaneous occurrence of the 
apostacy. We find it in these words : " Only 
he who now letteth will let, until he be 
taken out of the way, and then shall that 
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wicked be revealed." The word let is one 
of the few obsolete words found in our ad- 
imrable translation of the scriptures, and 
means to hinder or to prevent. The apostle 
intends to say, that there was a certain person 
or power which then hindered the develop- 
ment of the mystery of iniquity. He id cau- 
tious in his language, because, as it is now uni^ 
versally agreed, in concurrence with the early 
writers of the church, ' and with the Romish 
commentators themselves, he was speaking of 
a great poUtical authority, the Roman empire. 
As long as this great political power, undis- 
membered a^d entire, retained its dominion, 
it was not possible that the man of sin, a great 
spiritual despotism to be erected on the ruins 
of it, should be revealed. But as soon as 
this hindrance was removed, we all know 
what was the result. Pagan Rome, the po- 
litical mistress of the world, became Papal 
Rome, the spiritual despot of Christendom. 
It is of great importance that it be further 
distinctly understood, that by "the man of sin" 
the apostle does not intend a single individu* 
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al. He designs to denote by this desigpatioQ, 
a power or authority rested in a sucae$»on 
of men ; just as in his argumei^t in the epis^ 
tie to the Hebrews, he speaks of the high 
priest of the Mosaic econofny, In^aning, as he 
explains in the progress of that argument, the 
high priesthood, with which a succession of 
persons had been invested. Again, when Paul 
affirms in the text, that ^^some shall depart 
from the faith," be does not intend to inti- 
mate that only a few, or an inconsiderable 
number would be involved in the apostacy. 
He means an indefinite number ; and the 
manner in which the same term is repeatedly 
employed in other parts of the New-Testa- * 
ment, authorizes us to understand him as in- 
tending to intimatei that it would infect the 
larger part of the church. Take, as a single 
example, tht; undeniable meaning of the apos- 
tle by this word, when he uses it in the epistle 
to the Romans. Speaking there of the reje<v 
tion of the Jews, he says, " if some of the 
branches be broken ofil" In this case un- 
doubtedly he intends to denote by somsj the 
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great body of the Jewish nation, for but a 
small pait of it, comparatively, embraced the 
Christian faith. 

There is another thing which must be kept 
in view* In order to identify any particu- 
lar communion with the great apostacy, we 
must be able to fix upon the former, not 
merely one or two of the characteristics of 
the latter, as they are depicted by the apostle, 
but all of them. This is a consideration of 
peculiar importance ; because it exposes the 
fallaciousness of the representations of those 
who refer the predictions before us to some 
other person than the Pope of Rome, and to 
some other body of men than the members 
of the Romish communion. In no other 
pkce whatever, it must be admitted on all 
hands, can we find all these marks, except 
in the church of Rome and her acknowledged 
head. While if in seeking for the apostacy 
we do find in that church all these marks, 
distinctly and prominently, it is impossible to 
doubt that we have discovered the object of 
our enquiry. 
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We are now prepared to enter on the ex- 
amination of the characteristics of the apos- 
tacy which are found in the text, and to see 
how far they concern the church of Rome. 
I shall examine them in what appears to me 
to be the most convenient and effective order ; 
and whatever I shall affirm of that commu- 
nion, I promise to sustain by distinct, full and 
unquestionable evidence. 

I shall begin with what is called in our ver- 
sion of the New Testament, doctrines of de- 
vils. "Giving heed to seducing spirits and 
doctrines of devils." Let me ask you to re- 
mark here the true meaning of the apostle in 
this proposition. He does not design to af- 
firm when he speaks of doctrines of devils, 
that they were to be taught or preached by 
devils, for he intimates afterwards by whom 
they were to be propagated, but doctrines con- 
cerning devils ; meaning, as I shall presently 
show, doctrines relating to a species of idola- 
try, which was a prominent, and, at the same 
time, among the earliest developed of the 
marks of the apostacy. Now the doctrines of 
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which Phxd speaks here were by no^ means 
novel doctrines, they had abready prevailed 
for ages throughout the heathen world ; wd 
hence this mark of the "falling away" which 
he lays down is, that the doctrines of devils 
which then formed a part of the pagan my- 
thology, should be revived and published by 
the apostacy as a part of the great system of 
gospel truth. Precisely the same thing is 
true, it is worthy of being remarked here, of 
most of the other peculiar doctrines ©f the 
apostate church ; so that what has been said 
of that gyeat system 6f superstition and de- 
ceit is not Uss true than striking, that Ro* 
mtmism is only bapti^d paganism. 

The word "devils^'- is literally demons, 
md in order to ascertain' the true meaning 
of the word as it is here used by the apos- 
tle, we must first look to the ancient heathen 
mythology. Besides their supreme deities, the 
pagans acknowledged and worshipped an in- 
ferior class of gods, who were called demons ; 
and these were regarded by them as media- 
tors between the immortal gods and man. 
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Of these demons or subordinate deities, more- 
over, there wercJ two kinds ; the one were the 
souls of dead men who had been deified on 
account of their bravery in war, or their good 
deeds on 6arth, and the other of superior 
rank, who had never been clothed with mor- 
tal bodies, who were supposed to be appoint- 
ed as guardians of mankind, and answer very 
nearly, to angels. Now that it was these in- 
ferior deities, worshipped by the ancient pa- 
gans, which were intended to be designated by 
the apostle by the word demons, I think wilf 
be evident from a consideration of the fact, 
that where he uses this word in other places 
in a similar relation, he can mean by it no* 
thing else. Thns in his discourse to the 
Athenians, he sa3rs : « Ye men of Athens, I 
perceive that in all things ^ye are too super- 
stitious" — literally,, too much addicted to the 
worship of demons. And when he preached 
to them Jesus and the resurrection, supposing 
that he was inculcating the worship of some 
new deities, some of them said : << He seemeth 
to be a setter forth of strange gods" — literal- 
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ly, of strange demons. The prediction of the 
apostle then in this part of text is, I think, 
beyond all question, that one of the marks of 
the apostacy should be the revival of the an- 
cient doctrines and worship of demons, be- 
lieved and practised by the heathen. 

Now I appeal to you, is this mark to be 
found in any community, profesing to be 
Christians, but that of Rome? Scrutinize 
the creed and the practice of every sect in 
Christendom, and with the single exception of 
\he Romanists, for the Greek church is but an 
oi&et from that of Rome, you will find that 
there is no sect nor denomination which does 
not deny and denounce such a doctrine and 
such a practice as those we have been de- 
scribing, as the worst species of idolatry, and 
most offensive to the only true GocT, and 
<<one Mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus." At the same time, no 
one can deny that they are prominent parti- 
culars of the faith and practice of the church 
of Rome. In such a discussion as the pre- 
sent, however, it is exceedingly important 
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that nothing be left to rest upon your gene- 
ral impressions of the tenets of that commu- 
nion ; I proceed therefore to furnish the evi- 
dence by which we distinctly demonstrate 
that the Romanists are guilty of "giving 
heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of de- 
vils." 

As I wish you to keep in view that we 
are investigating the fulfilment of a portion 
of the prophecies of sacred scriptures, I beg 
you will remember that the prediction before 
us is, that the ancient faith and customs of 
the heathen in relation to demons were to 
be revived by the apostacy ; for I hope to be 
able to show, conclusively, that in that feith 
and in those customs we have an accurate 
description of the present worship of the 
church of Rome, and that, besides, in both 
cases, that worship was accompanied with 
precisely similar rites. 

It would seem that as early as the day of 
the apostles, a disposition to the worship of 
angels had begun to manifest itself Hence 
the admonition of Paul, in his epistle to the 
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Colossians, against being beguiled into «a vo- 
luntary humility and worshipping of angels." 
The worship of dead men was of later in- 
troduction into the church, and grew, no 
doubt, out of a natural respect c^nd venera- 
tion, for the memory of the pious who had 
departed to their rest. But when the man of 
sin had been fully revealed, and the aposta- 
cyhad been fairly developed, the church of 
Rome formally adopted the creed and prac- 
tice of which I am speaking, and authorita- 
tively pronounced an anathema upon all who 
denied the one, or refused to adopt the other. 
For the proof of this assertion, I refer you to 
the decrees of council of Trent, admitted by 
all Romanists to be full authority for the true 
feith of their church, being the decisions of 
a council of their highest dignitaries assem- 
bled for the purpose of authoritatively set- 
tling and announcing what that faith was. 
On the first day of the last session of that 
council, a decree was passed of which .the 
following is an extract : "The holy council 
commands all bishops, and others who have 
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the care and charge of teaching, that accord- 
ing to the practice of the Catholic and apo»- 
toUc church, received from the first beginning 
of. the Christian religion, the consent of the 
venerable fathers, and the decrees of holy 
councils, they labor with diligent assiduity to 
instruct the faithful concerning the invocation 
and intercession of the saints, the honor due 
to relics, and the lawful use of images ; teach- 
ing them that the saints who reign together 
with Christ, offer their prayers to God for 

man: that it is a good and useful thing 

suppliantly to invoke them, and to flee to their 
prayers, help' and assistance, because of the 
benefits bestowed by God, through his Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who is our only Re- 
deemer and Saviour ; and that those are men 
of impious sentiments, who deny that the 
saints, who enjoy eternal happiness in heaven, 
are to be invoked-^ or who affirm that they 
do not pray for men, or that to beseech them 
to pray for us is* idolatry, or that it is con- 
trary to the word of God, and opposed to the 
honor of Jesus Qkmty the one Mediator be- 
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tween God and men, or that it is foolish to 
supplicate, verbally or mentally, those who 
reign in heaven." Now if this were the on- 
ly evidence to be found, it would be abun- 
dantly sufficient to fix upon the church of 
Rome, thus far, the first mark of the apos- 
tacy, viz. : the idolatrous worship of demons, 
or the souls of dead and deified men, or, to 
adopt its own phraseology, canonized saints. 
For what more or better proof could we ask 
or receive than the decree of the church it- 
self, assembled in council for the express 
purpose of pronouncing upon its own faith ? 
That it is the avowed ctfid authorised doc- 
trine of the same church that angels are to 
be worshipped as mediators, a single quota- 
tion from a note of the Rhemish translation 
of the New Testament, the text and annota- 
tions of which, as has been already stated, 
have been published by authority, will be 
sufficient to establish. In the commentary 
upon a passage, already cited, in the epistle 
to the Colossians, in relation to the worship- 
ping of angels, it is distinctly affirmed, that 
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due reverence and respect of prayers" are to 
be <*made to the holy angels." Thus we 
make out the other item of this idolatrous 
service to be practised in the church of Rome, 
and distinctly fix upon it that mark of the 
apostacy which we are considering. 

But there is a vast amount of evidence in 
regard to this matter, in addition to that we 
have adduced, within the reach of every in- 
dividual who hears me. Let any one inquire 
into the practice of the Romish church here, 
and he will find abundant and overwhelm- 
ing proof, that the worship of saints and an- 
gels is a part of every religious service per- 
formed in it. The ritual of the church, and 
its books of private devotion abound with 
prayers to demons, in the sense in which we 
have shown that the apostle uses that word. 
The mass books, the "Pious Guide," "The 
Garden of the Soul," the catechisms and other 
works, used by permission of the church, 
are filled with invocations to guardian an- 
gels^ to the Virgin Mary, who is addressed 
as clothed with divine attributes; to Joseph, 

3 
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the husband of Mary; and to a host of others, 
in number scarcely less than the thousands 
of the heathen demons^ 

That not a doubt may be left in your minds 
of the entire truth and accuracy of these state* 
ments, let me present to you some specimens 
of the language held concerning the Yirgin 
Mary, in the authorised devotional works of 
the Romish church, or by some of its stand* 
aid writers. In one of the offices of the 
church, which its priests are required to re- 
cite every day or be guilty of mortal sin, the 
Yirgin is addressed as our Life, our Hope, 
our Mediatrix. And one of the most common 
things to be found in Bomish authors, is the 
exhibition of our Saviour, that Saviour who 
humbled himself to assume the form of a ser- 
vant, and who became obedient to death, and 
poured out upon the cross his precious blood 
for our redemption, as a vindictive God ; and 
his mother as the great intercessor and ad- 
vocate, who averts his wrath^ and secures 
our pardon, not through his meiite, but her 
own. 



AND THE AP08TACY. 3S 

How true this i^presentation is, will be 
evident from the extracts I shall now presenti 
In one work we find these exclamations : "O 
mother, of God, your defence is immortal; 
your intercession is life; your protection is 
security; if you do not teach us the way, 
none can become spiritual, nor adore God 
in spifit — O mother of God, none can be 
saved but by you: O virgin mother, none 
can be delivered from dangers, but by you: 
O &vored of God, none can obtain any gift 
or grace, but by you." Again, we have this 
language held of the Virgin : « She is our ad- 
vocate with the Son, as the Son is with the 
Father. She solicits for us, both the Father 
and the Son. Often liiose whom the justice 
of the Son might condemn, the mercy of the 
mother delivers." In a devotional work writ- 
ten by one of the canonized saints of Rome, 
and worshipped this day with the host of heif 
demons, or tutdary deities, we find these eae- 
pressions : <*Ck)me uHto Mary, all y^ thai la^ 
bor and are heavy laden, and she shall m* 
fresh your soq]6.--0 Lady, in Ibee do J put 
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my trust ; deliver my soul from my enemies. 
O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good. 
O give thanks unto his mother, for her mercy 
endureth forever." Finally, that I may not 
deviate from my purpose to be as concise in 
this argument as may be consistent with do- 
ing justice to it, listen to this prayer to Mary: 
<< Incline the countenance of God upon us; 
and compel him to have mercy upon sinners." 
It would be easy to multiply such quotations, 
and to add some more awfully extravagant 
than any I have adduced. But these speci- 
mens of the coiimion mode of addressing 
the Virgin Mary in the church of Rome, are 
abundantly sufficient to satisfy you, that the 
Romanists literally worship this dead saint 
witti divine honors; nay with more than di- 
vine honors, for they exalt her above God. 
It is no part of my present object to exhibit 
the absurdity and wickedness of this faith and 
practice. Nor do I need, I am sure, before 
you to make such an attempt/ He that can 
believe that a finite being is clothed with ubi- 
quity and omniscience, both necessary to the 
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exercise of the office of mediator between God 
and men, and two of the incommunicable 
attributes of the Godhead, has either lost his 
reason, or surrendered the privilege of using 
it. And if any one can persuade himself that 
such a faith and practice are not derogatory 
to God, it is because he has never read and 
pondered the revelation of Jehovah, who is a 
jealous God, and will not that the honor due 
to him alone shall be given to another. But 
I repeat it, it is no part of my preswit purpose 
to discuss this point. What I have intended, 
is to fix upon the church of Rome this mark of 
the apostasy. You must determine how far 
I have succeeded. But certainly I may say, 
that if the apostacy predicted by the apostle 
has ever been developed, so far as this cha- 
racteristic is concerned, we have found it, 
and in the only communion in Christendom 
in which it can be found. And though, if 
this were the only particular, of those men- 
tioned in the text, which we could discover 
as a peculiar mark of that church, I admit 
we should hesitate before we charged upon 
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it the fearful crtme of apostaey, yet when we 
come to see, eH we sbfiU, that it is equally 
ebaroctemed by every other particular, every 
donhi must vanish. 

Before I proceed to consider any of the te- 
nuuining marks of the apostacy presented in 
the text, I shall wdeavor to redeem my pro- 
ause, to show you that demons are now wor- 
shipped by the Bonudiisl^, with precisely the 
same rites which weie used in similar wor- 
ship by the pagans. The exact conformity 
0( popery and p^fanism, as it is exhibited 
in '< A Letter from Rome'' upon that subject 
by IMr. Conyars Middleton, is indeed surpri- 
sing ; and the few facts whit^ I shall adduce, 
preferred to in that work, will satisfy yon, I 
am sure, of the justice of his conclusion from 
the comparison, that the rdigion (^ the present 
Romans is derived from diat c^ their heathen 
anoestors. Some of the same edifices ^ich 
were erected by the ancient Romans as the 
teoq^les of the gods, have been converted by 
the modetn Romans into cfanrehes; and so 
gceai ts the siaiiiarity of their worship, that 



AND TH« APOSTACY. 3f 

to ^ve new names to the buildings and ima- 
ges found within them, seems to have been 
all that was necessary to prepare them for 
their use. Take, as an example, the noblest 
heath^i temple remaining at the present mo- 
ment in the world, the Pantheon, and the in- 
scription on the front of it will verify what I 
have said. This inscription informs the read- 
er, that this edifice, once impiously dedicated 
by Agrippa to Jove and all the gods, has been 
piously rededicated by pope Boniface the fourth, 
to the mother of God and all the saints. 

The first thing that strikes the senses of a 
stranger, when he enters <Mie of the churdies 
of the Romish communion, is the incense 
which ascends in clouds before the images 
of their idols ; and the offering of incense 
was one of the rites of the heathen in the 
worship of their demons: for you know, that, 
in the early heathen persecutions, the com- 
mon method of trying a suspected Christian 
was to require of him to offer incense upbn 
the altar of one of their deities. And, it is 
worthy of remark, that, in ancient pieces of 
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sculpture intended to represent pagan sacri- 
fices, we constantly find introduced a boy ha- 
bited in a surplice, and attending the oflEiciating 
priest with the thuribulum, or vessel of in- 
cense. The holy water used by the Roman- 
ists, and the mode of preparing it and of sprink- 
ling it with a brush, are also all copied from 
the pagans. The same is true of their prac- 
tice of placing lighted candles round the al- 
tars of their canonized saints, and of the of- 
ferings or votive gifts with which they de- 
corate their shrines. And not to multiply 
evidences of the identity, except in name, of 
these two superstitions, I will further men- 
tion only the distinguishing mark of the Ro- 
mish priesthood, the tonsure, the shaving of 
the top of the head, a. custom expressly for- 
bidden by God to the ancient Jewish priest- 
hood, because it was practised by the pagan 
priests.* 

* Since the delivery of this discourse, I h«ve met with 
the ** Diary of an Invalid/' a work published a few years 
since in England, which contains, among others of a si- 
milar kind, the following remarks. The author write* 
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In closing this discourse let me say, that 
in thus exhibiting the true character of a 
communion professing to be a part of the 
true church, or rather, for its claims are su- 
premely arrogant, the only true Catholic and 
apostolic church, I am discharging an unplea- 
sant duty. And were the errors which I am 
exposing harmless errors of those with whom 
in fundamental points we agree, I would not 
occupy your attention with them. But these 

from the city of Rome. " What is the modern worship- 
ping of saints and images, but a revival of the old ado- 
ration paid to heroes and demigods; or what the nun?, 
with their vows of celibacy, but a new edition of the 
vestal virgins 7 Wherever we turn indeed, ' all is old, 
and nothing new.' Instead of tutelary gods, we find 
patron saints and guardian angels, and the canonizadon 
of a saint is but another term for the apotkeosit of a he- 
ro. The processions of the host are closely copied from 
an ancient pattern ; and the lustral water and the incense 
of the heathen temple remain, without any alteration, in 
the holy water and the censer of the CathoFic church. 
—•The very same piece of brass which the old Romans 
adored, [as Jupiter] now, with a new head upon its 
shoulders, like an old friend with a new face, is wor- 
shipped [as St. Peter] with equal devotion by the mo- 
dern Italians." 
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are matters of the first importance. For 
Christianity and apostacy from it muert be 
antipodes. And especia]ly is it important that 
this subject should be discussed now, when 
a vigorous effort is making to extend the in- 
fluence of Romanism amongst ourselves, and 
when in consequence of this effort, you and 
particularly your children are exposed to pe- 
culiar danger. That I have a right to bring 
this subject before you, no one can question, 
nor can any one justly complain of the man- 
ner in which I treat it. I entirely disapprove 
of vituperation or ridicule in religious contro- 
versy, or of charging upon any class of reli- 
gionists, opinions which they distinctly disa- 
vow. I trust I have used no language which 
is not kind and courteous. 1 purpose to use 
no other. My representations of the Romish 
faith have been taken from the authorized 
standards and the avowed practice of that 
church, and I shall make no statement con- 
cerning it hereafter which shall not be equal- 
ly well authenticated. In doing all this, I 
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claim nothing which I do not accord. If 
from our standards or our practice they can 
show that we have departed from the faith, 
let them do it. Great is the truth and it will 
prevail. 



DISCOURSE II. 



2 Tbsssalomians ii. 1—9. 1 Timothy ir. 1—3. Da- 
nuL VII. 25. 

In the previous discourse, I have endea- 
vored to explain and prove the true meaning 
of the text, and the circumstances which led 
the apostle to deliver the predictions which 
it contains. My purpose in the consideration 
of it, I stated, was to take up separately the 
marks of the great apostacy which it fore- 
tells, as they are laid down by the apostle, 
and carefully to examine them, and thus to as- 
certain to what copmiunion, of those profess- 
ing Christianity, they apply." One of these 
marks, viz. : << giving heed to seducing spirits 
and doctrines of devils," has been considered, 
and I think I can have left no doubt remain- 
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ing in the mind of any of you, that it is one 
of the prominent features of the 'church of 
Rome, and of that church alone. 

The second mark of the man of sin and 
his followers, the great apostacy from Christ- 
ianity, to which I direct your attention, is 
that found in these words of the text : — 
" whose coming is after the working of Sa- 
tan^ with all power, and signs, and lying 
wondersJ^ The word used here to qualify 
wonders, the construction of the original per- 
mits us to apply to the qualifying of the 
whole of the latter part of the sentence ; 
and undoubtedly it would be more accurately 
rendered, "with all lying power, and signs, 
and wonders." This, it is worthy of notice, 
is nearly the way in which it is rendered in 
the Rhemish version of the New Testament, 
quoted in the previous discourse. 

There can be no question as to the mean- 
ing of the apostle in this part of the text« 
The gospel is declared to have been preach* 
ed by the apostles "in power," and the mis- 
sion of Christ wd of bis prophets and apos* 
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ties was eonfirmed by signs and wonders. 
It is very evident, therefore, that Paul is here 
predicting, that the apostacy would ewkibit 
counterfeits of the marks of the true churchy 
and pretend to power, and signs, and ioon- 
ders such as demonstroite the true religion, 
but which should be lying and deceitful* 
Now that no part of the true church of 
Christy and that no prominent and important 
communion professing to be a pait of it, oth- 
er than the church of Rome, pretends to mi- 
raculous power, we all know to be the fact. 
That it does, is equally notorious. Its wri- 
ters constantly affirm, that the possession by 
that church of the power of working mira^ 
cles, which has ever resided in it, without 
interruption, since the days of the apostles, 
is one of the decisive and irresistable proofs 
that it is alone the true church. Indeed upon 
this point they are willing to rest their claims. 
Now as we know that the age of miracles 
passed away with die apostles, the purposes 
for which they were clothed with miraculous 
power being in their day completed, we might 
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at once, without further enquiry, set down all 
to which this church pretends as false, or 
in language of the text, as "lying signs and 
wonders." But it is important to examine 
the character of these wonders, because such 
an examination will demonstrate the falseness 
of them : at the same time too, it will show 
a very remarkable coincidence between these 
and similar pretensions on the part of pagan- 
ism. Let us take then, as an example, the 
great miracle of the annual melting of the 
blood of St. Januarius on the day of his fes- 
tival. The substance said to be the blood of 
the saint is contained in a phial, and when in 
the hands of the priest it flows, or is said to 
flow, for as in all other wonders of the same 
kind, the performers are careful that there 
shall be no opportunity of investigation by 
impartial witnesses, the miracle is performed. 
I desire to speak kindly even of those who 
in my esteem have apostatized from the true 
&ith, and of their opinions, but I must speak 
plainly and honestly, and what can I say of 
such an exhibition as this, when placed be- 
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side the worthy, and open, and undoubted mi- 
racles of Christ and of his apostles, but that 
it comes fairly within the description of the 
text ? Let me add, that it is a copy of a pa- 
gan miracle, for the Latin poet Horace speaks 
of an attempt of the pagan priests, to per- 
suade him and his friends, that the frankin- 
cense in the temple melted miraculously with- 
out the aid of fire. 

Under this head are to be classed the nu- 
merous images and relics which are deposited 
in the churches, and all of them objects of 
religious veneration and worship. In the pre- 
vious discourse, I quoted the decree of the 
council of Trent, authoritatively inculcating 
such religious homage, and pronouncing an 
anathema upon all who refused to obey their 
noiandate. There can be no slander, there- 
fore, in affirming that this is the doctrine of 
the church. Now only glance at the na- 
ture of these images and relics, and at the 
miraculous effects they are affirmed to pro- 
duce, and you will readily perceive that they 
must be placed among the mendacious signs 
4 
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and wonders of the text. Many of these 
images, either painted or sculptured, are term- 
ed sacred and miraculous, either because, as 
it is affirmed, they have been brought down 
j&om heaven by angels, or because they have 
moved, or spoken, or shed tears, or in some 
similar way have evinced signs of miracu- 
lous animation. And the constant declara- 
tion and belief of those who trust in them 
is, that all who resort to them with the pre- 
scribed ceremonies and prayers, are miracu- 
lously succored in their distresses and healed 
of their diseases by these pieces of canvass, 
or wood, or stone. What I am stating, let 
it be understood, is so far from being denied 
by the members of the Romish communion, 
that they boast of these things, as unanswer- 
able evidences of the fact that it is the only 
true and apostolic church. I shall not pause 
to show that this is all deceit and imposition, 
because it would be to leave the path I have 
prescribed for myself in these discourses : and 
besides, before this audience, it would be a 
work of supererogation to do so. It is im- 
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portant, however, that I satisfy you that fliese 
images are really objects of religious worship. 
That they are such then, the decree already 
quoted distinctly proves. 

But there is additional evidence which I 
think it is important to adduce. It is an un- 
deniable fact that Romanists constantly resort 
to some one image of a saint, enshrined in 
a particular church, rather than to any other 
image of the same saint. And why, if the 
image itself be not the object of religious wor- 
ship ? Mark again the translation in the Rhem- 
ish Testament of that passage found in the 
xith chapter of the Hebrews. In our transla- 
tion it is properly rendered, Jacob " worshipped 
leaning upon the top of his staff." The word 
leaning being supplied to furnish the evident 
meaning of the inspired writer. But in the 
Romish version, it is rendered, Jacob « adored 
the top of his rod.'* Is there not in this fact 
decisive evidence that the Romanists are con- 
scious of being guilty of the practice of wor- 
shipping images, and that they are solicitous 
to furnish scriptural authority for the prac- 
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tice ? If any doubt could remain in regard 
to this question, it is removed by the Rhe- 
mish annotation upon this text, in which it 
is distinctly declared that Jacob adored his 
rod, and that it is false that we may not adore 
image, crucifix, or any visible creature. In 
fine, there is upon this subject that incidental 
evidence, which is often more striking and 
conclusive than more direct proof. I refer 
to the omission by the Romanists of the se- 
cond commandment of the decalogue in some 
of their catechisms. That this is the fact is 
undeniable. In different editions of the same 
catechism, it is omitted in some, and inserted 
in others. And in different catechisms, it is 
found in some at length, in others in part, 
and in others it is not found at all. Farther, 
where it is found, even in their versions of 
the scriptures, as for example the Douay Bi- 
ble, the rendering of a part of it is remark- 
able, as bearing directly upon the point before 
us. , In our version we have the true ren- 
dering, " thou shalt not make unto thee any 
graven image," &c. " thou shalt not bow dawn 
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thyself to them," (fcc. In the Romish ver- 
sion the reading is, "thou shalt not adore 
them," &c. To my mind, these facts present 
the strongest evidence that the Romanists are 
conscious of being justly chargeable with 
idolatrous homage to images. Nothing cer- 
tainly can be clearer, than their extreme soli- 
citude to blot out from the word of God every 
thing that condemns this sin. 

We must not pass without notice the rc- 
Ucs, which, as I have said, are to be class- 
ed with miraculous images, both held alike 
in veneration in the church of Rome, under 
the mark we are considering. These are of 
immense number and variety. They are the 
bones, or a bone of some saint, or even some 
smaller remnant of his body, or some rag of 
his clothing, and not to enumerate others, so 
ludicrous as that the very mention of them 
would excite a smile upon the gravest face, 
(because I desire to treat this subject not only 
with gravity but with deep solemnity, for 
apostacy from God is a fearful thing), I add 
only the innumerable fragments of the wood 
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of the true cross on whkh our Saviour was' 
put to death, and which would far exceed in 
bulk, if collected, many such crosses. Now 
when it is seriously affirmed that such relics 
as these, even if they were what they are 
pretended to be, (and of this there is, in most 
cases, no shadow of evidence,) are powerful 
to preserve from disease, and lightning, and 
tempest, and assaults of the devil, must we 
not arrange them under the mark of the text 
we are considering? 

I have, of design, passed rapidly over these 
particulars, that I may direct your attention 
especially to the great wonder of the Romish 
church, I mean transubstantiation. The 
doctrine of this communion, in relation to 
the eucharist is, that the elements used in the 
celebration of it, bread and wine, are by the 
consecrating words of the officiating priest, 
literally changed into the very body and blood 
of Christ, while the elements still remain to 
all appearance the same substances they were 
before this change occurred. Surely this is, 
by way of pre-eminence, a wonder. It is a 
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wonder of perpetual occurrence too, taking 
place whenever and wherever the mass is 
celebrated) throughout the whole world ; so 
that if in a thousand different and distant 
places this rite should be performed at the 
same time, there would be just so many whoie 
human bodies, and human and divine natures 
of Christ. Verily this is the greatest of aU 
wonders ; and it is boasted of by the Roman- 
,ists as the great mark of the true church. 
We shall endeavor to enable you to deter- 
mine whether it be not proper to designate 
it a lying wonder, and to place it under the 
mark we are Considering. 

That there may be iko, even apparent, mis- 
rei»resentation of the doctrine held by the 
church of Bome upon this subject, I will 
quote the precise words, in a close transla- 
tion, of the decree of the council of Trent in 
regard to this doctrine. There is no higher 
authority in that church. These words are 
as follow: "The holy council teacheth, and 
openly and plainly professeth, that our Lord 
Jesus Christ, true God and man, is truly, re- 
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ally, and substantially contained in the pare 
sacrament of the holy eudiarist, after the con- 
secration of the bread and wine, and under 
the species of these sensible objects." Now, 
I repeat, here is the greatest of all the won- 
ders wliich characterise the Romish commu- 
nion. Is it true, or is it false ? It would 
require a longer time than the whole period 
to be allotted to this discourse, amply to dis- 
cuss this point : but I hope to be able, in a. 
few words, to put you in the way of settling 
it satisfactorily in your own minds. 

It is a sound maxim, that with God every 
thing is possible which does not involve a 
contradiction. But the principle of this max- 
im will lead us to distinguish between that 
which is merely mysterious, because beyond 
the grasp of reason, and that which is im- 
possible, because sense and reason contradict 
it. For example, the doctrine of the Trinity, 
to which the Romanists ingeniously attempt 
to assimilate' the doctrine of transubstantia- 
tion, is a mysterious doctrine. The propo- 
sition that the Divine Being so exists as. in 
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one sense, to be three, and, in another and 
different sense, to be one, is level to our rea- 
son, and we believe it, because it is revealed 
in a volume bearing unequivocal marks of 
divine inspiration. But how this unity of 
essence and trinity of subsistence can be in 
the Godhead, we do not comprehend, because 
it is not revealed, and reason cannot fathom 
it. Consequently, we believe only the reveal- 
ed fact which we understand, the unreveal- 
ed haw is no part of our faith. Yet you 
perceive that this doctrine involves no con- 
tradiction. If it were affirmed that. God ex- 
isted as one and three, in the same sense, 
this would be a palpable contradiction, and 
hence an impossibility. But the proposition 
states the Divine Being thus to exist in two 
distinct and different senses, and hence, though 
our reason cannot comprehend this mode of 
the divine existence, it perceives no contra- 
diction in it. 

But the doctrine of transubstantiation in- 
volves a palpable contradiction, and hence 
it cannot be true. You will recollect that. 
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in accordance with the language of the 
Tridentine decree, the doctrine is, that the 
''Lord Jesus Christ, true God and man," that 
is, in other words, his whole divinity and 
humanity, «is truly, really, and substan- 
tially contained in the pure sacrament of the 
eucharist, after the consecration of the bread 
and wine, and under the species of these sen- 
sible objects." Now what is it which consti- 
tutes bread and wine ? It is plainly the pe- 
culiar and distinctive properties or qualities re* 
spcctively of these substances, that is to say, 
Xheir taste, smell, color, consistence, weight, 
d&c, when subjected to the action of our 
senses, or their chemical properties, when 
subjected to the test of chemical anal3r8is. 
And precisely so, it is their peculiar and 
distinctive properties or qualities, ascertain- 
ed in the same way, which constitute flesh 
and Uood. It is by the examination, in some 
such way as this, of the properties of the va- 
rious substances with which we are conver- 
sant, moreover, that we ascertain the nature 
of them, or what they are, and it is only thus 
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that we can know what they are. Now if 
the bread and wine, after their consecration, 
retain every peculiar property of bread and 
wine, and can, by no species of investigation, 
be found to possess a single property of flesh 
and blood, I appeal to you, if it do not in- 
volve a palpable contradiction to affirm that 
an entire change has passed upon them, and 
that, notwithstanding the evidence presented 
by every kind of investigation which the case 
admits or demands, to the contrary, they are 
no longer bread and wine, but flesh and blood, 
the very God and man Christ Jesus. That 
substance which a thorough and accurate in- 
vestigation proves to possess every peculiar 
property and attribute of bread, and no other 
property or attribute whatever, is bread, and 
is nothing else than bread, and can be no- 
thing else. To suppose it to be flesh involves 
a contradiction palpable to sense and reason, 
in a matter open to the investigation of both, 
and therefore an impossibility. The doctrine 
of transiibstantiation cannot be true. It in- 
volves one of those contradictions which li- 
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mit omnipotence. Almighty power cannot 
make two parallel lines meet, because the 
moment they converge they cease to be pa- 
rallel lines. And for a similar reason, Al- 
mighty power cannot make a substance which 
possesses every peculiar quality of bread, and 
no other quality whatever, flesh, for it would 
at once cease to be flesh. Surely then we 
can have no hesitation in setting down this 
doctrine in the category of those lying won- 
ders of which the apostle speaks in the text. 
I have now succeeded, if I mistake not, in 
fixing upon the church of Rome another 
mark of the great apostacy. Let us proceed 
to the examination of the third mark. 

The characteristic which I propose next 
to examine', is found in these words of the 
text:* ^^ speaking lies in hypocrisy.^ Per- 
haps a more correct version of this sentence 
would be, through the hypocrisy of liars. The 
design of the apostle, however, in these words 
is very obvious. It is toforetel that the apos- 
tacy would be established and propagated 
through the influence of deceit and false- 
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hood. It is a very ungrateful, a very painful 
task to investigate such a charge as this, with^ 
the purpose of fixing it upon any class of 
men, and especially upon any communion 
professing to be Christians. But there is a 
duty which, in my view, is paramount to all 
others. It is that of faithfully declaring the 
whole counsel of God, and no false charity 
must be permitted to deter me from doing it. 
I proceed, therefore, with the investigation. 
Under this head are to be arranged all the 
fabulous tales and legends with which the lives 
of the Romish saints abound, and which are 
adduced to establish the miraculous powers of 
that church. 1 shall not adduce even an ex- 
ample of these, because I desire to abstain 
from anything like an attempt to ridicule the 
peculiarities of the communion to which I 
refer ; and it would be impossible to relate 
any of them without laying myself open to 
such a charge. With this allusion to thenl 
merely, I will pass, therefore, to some other 
particulars, which to my mind, demonstrate 
that the church of Rome is fairly chargeable 
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with sustaining and extending her influence 
and power by falsehood and deceit. 

I shall direct your attention first to two 
particulars, intimately connected with each 
other. The first of these is the dogma of tra- 
ditimis. The doctrine of the Romish church 
upon this subject, is that the holy scriptures 
do not contain all that is necessary to salva- 
tion ; but that many important, and indeed 
essential particulars, both of truth and order, 
have been delivered by tradition to the church. 
Thus the council of Trent, on the fourth day 
of the sessions of that assembly, after decree- 
ing that the truth and discipline of the gos- 
pel are contained in written books and unwrit- 
ten tradition, proceed to affirm that the church 
« doth receive and reverence with equal piety 
and veneration all the books as well of the 
Old as of the New Testament, the same God 

being the author of both, and also the 

aforesaid triaditions, pertaining both to faith 
and manners, whether received from Christ 
himself, or dictated by the Holy Spirit, and 
preserved in the Catholic church by continu* 
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al succession." The second dogma to which 
I refer; and which, as I have said, is inti- 
mately connected with the first in relation to 
the matter now before us, is that of the infal" 
libility of the church; that is, that the church 
cannot err in faith or morals, and hence, that 
whatever is affirmed by her authority must 
be believed and obeyed as of equal authority 
with the inspired word. In these doctrines 
we have the two grand falsehoods by which 
the apostacy has been sustained and extend- 
ed ; the two great pillars of that mighty fa- 
bric of superstition and deceit. If any of the 
peculiar tenets of the Romish communion can- 
not be found in the plain language of the Bi- 
ble, nor be sustained by perversion of its obvi- 
ous meaning, resort is had to tradition, to which 
application is never made in vain, to support 
any doctrine or any practice however mon- 
strous. If it be enquired on what authority 
we are to receive these traditions, the answer 
is, that of the church, which is infallible and 
cannot be deceived. If again the question be 
urged, how shall we ascertain the infallibility 
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of the church, we are referred once more to 
the scriptures, sustained by tradition, and ex- 
plained and liniited by the church. Thus 
they forever reason in a circle, and while 
they ensnare the ignorant and unwary, they 
demonstrate to the intelligent and reflecting 
that their argument is a fallacy, and that 
their pretensions are false. 

Now I appeal to any one who is acquaint- 
ed with the history of the church of Rome, 
if these be not the great doctrines to which 
it owes its success in blinding the minds of 
its members, and in imposing upon the un- 
wary. I have no doubt of the truth of what 
I have been told of some of the members of 
that communion, of superior intelligence and 
learning, — that they refuse to examine the 
doctrines they profess to believe, by the dic- 
tates of reason or the teachings of inspiration. 
They have committed their faith to the 
church, they yield implicit obedience to its 
authority, and receive, with blind submission, 
all it teaches. Nay, they are forbidden to exa- 
mine, and refused the privilege of perusing 
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any volume which would shed the light of 
truth upon the spiritual darkness of theix souls. 
I do not make this assertion at hazard. In 
this discussion I assert nothing unless on suf- 
ficient evidence. And of what I have just 
afSrmed I will furnish the proof. The coun- 
cil of Trent, the acknowledged authority, you 
will remember, for the doctrines of Romanism, 
directed that an index of prohibited books 
should be published, and forbade, under the 
severest penalties, that any book proscribed 
in that index should be read by any mem- 
ber of the church of Rome. This index in- 
cludes the best works in science, literature 
and religion in all languages, and a nearly 
perfect Ubrary might be formed out of those 
which it prohilHts. Upon this particular I 
will not dwell, but, merely as a specimen of 
the books which it denies to the Romanists, 
I mention, that the works of Luther, Calvin, 
Zuingle, Bacon, Locke, Milton, Robertson and 
Gibbon are among them. But I am espo- 
cially desirous to direct your attention to the 
ftct that the Bible is not permitted to be used 

5 
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by the laity. Let not this fact be denied : 
the fourth rule prelSxed to the index by the 
pope, authorized by the council of Trent, de- 
monstrates that it is true. Hear the language 
which it utters. " Inasmuch as it is manifest 
from experience that if the Bible translated 
into the vulgar tongue be indiscriminately al- 
lowed to every one, the temerity of men will 
cause more evil than good to arise from it, 
it is, on this point, referred to the judgment 
of bishops and inquisitors, who may by the 
advice of the priest or confessor, permit the 
Bible translated into the vulgar tongue by 
Catholic authors, to those persons whose faith 
and piety, they apprehend, will be augmented 
and not injured by it ; and this permission 
they must have in writing : but if any one 
shall have the presumption to read or possess 
it without such written permission, he shall 
not receive absolution until he have first de- 
livered up such Bible to the ordinary." You 
perceive then, that even their own versions of 
the scriptures, translated by their own authors, 
are denied, to their members, except by per- 
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mission of the bishop or inquisitor in writing, 
and that he may refuse that permission if he 
choose. Let it not be said that this is an 
antiquated usage, and that it has passed away 
in these days of light and knowledge. The 
church of Rome is one ; it* is the same in 
all parts of the world ; and it is infallible. 
It cannot change. The decree stands unre- 
voked, and the usage of the church must 
accord with it every where. Besides, there is 
evidence to be found, that at much later date 
than the council of Trent, the very same 
doctrines were enforced by the authority of 
the head of the Romish church. It is con- 
tained in the bull of pope Pius the seventh, 
against Bible societies, published in the year 
1816 (in which he declares — " we have been 
truly shocked at this most crafly device, by 
which the very foundations of religion are 
undermined," and calls the Bible society a 
pestilence) ; in the Encyclical letter of pope 
Leo the twelfUii published in the year 1824; 
and in declaration of the bishc^ of that 
church in Great Britain, published in the 



68 PXP^Li B/>M£, 

year 1826; all levelled against the Bible soci- 
ety, and in the latter of which are these words, 
<<such reading, circulation and interpretation 
are forbidden by the Catholic church.'' Si- 
milar evidence is also to be found in the 
speeches delivei^ by Romish priests in a 
pubhc controversy in Ireland, which arose 
out of a meeting of a Bible society there, in 
the year 1824. And not. to multiply proof 
of this kind, it is distinctly taught in a work 
entitled "Father Rowland," published not 
long since by* a Romish priest at present of 
the city of New- York, and designed, it is 
presumed, as a reply to another work, enti- 
tled « Father Clement," that the Bible is hot 
necessaiy to the church, wid, when indiscri- 
mmately read; is injurious in ite influence. 

Before I leave this particular, however, it 
may not be unimportant to present to you 
an extract £rom the Rhemish Testament, 
which will serve to show you what the opin- 
ion of the Romanists, who prepared this trans* 
lation, were upon this subject. It is^ as fol- 
lows, viz. : ""Which translation we do not 
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for all that publish, upon erroneous opinion 
of necessity, that the holy scriptures should 
always be in our mother tongue, or that they 
ought, or were ordained by God to be read 
indifferently of all, or could be easily under- 
stood of every one that readeth or heareth 
them in a known language : or that they 
were not often, through man's malice and 
infirmity, pernicious and much hurtfiil to ma* 
ny: or that we generally, and absolutely, 
deemed it more convenient in itself, and more 
to Grod's word and honor, or edification for 
£sdth, to have them turned into vulgar tongues, 
than to be kept and studied on]y in the eccle- 
siastical learned languages." That is, in oth- 
er and less ambiguous terms, the word of 
God is not necessary for the people ; God 
did not design that all ^should read it ; such 
general use of it is often very injurious ; and 
hence, finally, it is best to keep it locked up 
in the learned languages firom the people, and 
leave them to learn its contents from their 
ecclesiastics, as &r as they deem it expedient 
to reveal them. Certainly, it in not without 
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sufficient evidence that I have affirmed, that 
while the church of Rome assumes the right 
to control the consciences of its members, it 
withholds from them as far as it can, the means 
of arriving at the knowledge of the truth. 
Let me pause here for a moment in this 
discussion, to ask what this extreme uneasi- 
ness produced among the Romanists by the 
g^ieral distribution of the scriptures among 
the people, and their great solicitude to pre- 
vent the people from examining the inspired 
word for themselves mean. iL.et their dogma, 
that the scriptures do not contain all that is 
necessary for salvation, be admitted, for the 
sake of argument, to be true ; still it cannot 
be denied that they contain a large, if not 
the greater part of revealed truth. Let it 
even be granted, that the church possesses 
the sole authority to explain the scriptures, 
and that they must be received as explained 
by the church ; still the question returns, why 
so exceedingly unwilling to permit the peo- 
ple to see what the Bible contains, even in 
the translation oi it made by their own au^ 
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thors ? Can it be, that the natural and ob- 
vious meaning of the inspired word conflicts 
with the doctrines of Romanism ? Is it im- 
possible by any dexterity in rendering diffi- 
cult texts, or by any ingenuity in the com- 
mentary upon them, to cover up the honest 
and unmanageable truth ? If the passages of 
holy writ which we are now discussing, for 
example, so obviously refer to some great 
power which shall hereafter arise and threat- 
en the existence of the church of Rome, the 
only true and apostolic church, ought not 
every member of the communion to be fur- 
nished with the predictions in their own lan- 
guage, as they have been recorded by inspi- 
ration of the Holy Ghost, that they may be 
on their guard against the danger with which 
they are threatened ? Or is there a lurking 
apprehension in the minds of those who read 
the scriptures "in the ecclesiastical learned 
languages,'* that if the people be permitted 
to read and ponder the wonderful develope- 
ment, the accurate portrait, they contain, 
doubts and misgivings may be excited among 
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the members of the Somish church, as to its 
real character ? These are pregnant ques- 
tions. I leave you to reflect upon them. 

There remain, under this bead, two other 
points of doctrine of this church, which I 
wish to pres^it to you, before I pass to the 
consideration of the next mark of the apos- 
tacy. These, as the last two, are intimately 
connected with each other. The first is the 
dogma of purgatory. 1 quote the decree of 
the council of Trent in relation to this doc- 
trine. "Since the Catholic church, instruct- 
ed by the Holy Spirit, through the sacred 
writings and ancient traditions of the Fa- 
thers, hath taught in holy councils and last 
in this oemmenical council, that there is a 
purgatory, and that souls detained there are 
assisted by the suffrages of the faithful, but 
especially by the acceptable sacrifice of the 
mass ; this holy council commands all bish- 
ops diligently to endeavor that the wholesome 
doctrine of purgatory, delivered to us by the 
venerable Fathers and holy councils, be be- 
lieved and held by Christ's faithful, and eve- 
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ly where taught and preached." Purgatory, 
according to Bellarmine, a standard writer of 
the church of Rome, is that place in which, 
after death, the souls of those persons are 
purified who were not fully cleansed on earth, 
in order that they may be prepared lor hea- 
ven. Leaving this doctrine for a moment, 
let me call your attention to the other of 
the two points to which I refer : I allude to 
the dogma of indulgences. It is a favorite 
maxim with the church of Rome, that when 
sin is forgiven, though the guilt and eternal 
punishment of it are remitted, there always 
ranains some temporal punishment, for which 
satisfaction of same kind must be made, ei- 
ther before death, or afterwards in purgatory. 
This satisfaction may be rendered by fasts, 
penances, and other acts of self-mortification 
performed by the sinner himself. But there 
is also another mode in which it may be ef- 
fected. The church affirms, that it has in its 
possession, and at its disposal, an immense 
treasury of merit tmapplied, resulting in part 
from the works of Christ, and in part fiom 
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works of supererogation, that is, works over 
and above what were required of them for 
their own salvation, of saints now in heaven^ 
Of this treasury the pope has the manage- 
ment ; and a part of it may be purchased 
from him on such terms as he propounds, 
either plenary, covering all the sins of the 
person applying up to a given time, or limi- 
ted to a certain number of years. This is 
called an indulgence ; and I have been parti- 
cular in giving this account of them, because 
it was the extent to which the traffic in them 
was carried in his day, which roused the spi- 
rit of Martin Luther, and led to the Reforma- 
tion. Let us hear the tridentine decree con- 
cerning them. " Since the power of granting 
indulgences has been bestowed by Christ up- 
on his church, and this power, divinely given, 
has been used from the earliest antiquity, the 
holy council teaches and enjoins that the use 
of indulgences so salutary to the people, and 
approved by the authority of venerable coun- 
cils, shall be retained by the church ; and it 
anathematises those who assert that they are 
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useless, or deny that the church has the pow- 
er of granting them." 

You perceive at once what a strong hold 
these doctrines must take upon the corrup- 
tions of our nature ; how they increase, to an 
unlimited degree, the power of the church 
over those whom they can persuade to re- 
ceive them; and what an amazing facility 
they must have given to the establishment 
and extension of the mighty system of fraud 
of which they form a prominent part, in the 
dark ages of the world, and among those who 
are deprived of any means of acquiring true 
spiritual knowledge. I say nothing here of 
the treasures they would be the means of 
pouring into the coffers of the church, ex- 
torted from the fears, wrung from the super- 
stition, or drawn from the love of its mem- 
bers for departed friends, suffering in purga- 
torial fire, because I intend to enter upon no 
exhibition of the crimes and errors of popery, 
other than may be necessary to sustain the 
predictions of the text. It is enough that we 
have proved by undeniable. evidence that it 
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holds these doctrines. The only lemaining^ 
enquiry is, are they tru^? Are they sustain- 
ed by the word of God? I am sure I need 
not enter on an argunoent before you, to 
prove that they are not.. You are not de- 
prived of that precious volume, in your own 
language, which reveab the counseb and 
purposes of heaven, and contains the living 
and immutable truth. You know, that there 
is to be found there no intimation even of 
any place of purification beyond the grave : 
that on the contrary it uniformly testifies, that 
life is the time, and the only time to secure 
salvation ; that after death immediately comes 
the judgment; and that a mistake or failure 
in this world, in r^ard to the great matter of 
the soul's eternal interests, is final and irre- 
mediable. You know too, that the notion 
that a creature can do more than his duty, 
and that his merits can be transferred to an- 
other creature to make an atonement for his 
siQs, is directly opposed to the whole spirit 
of the gospel, and to every doctrine which it 
reveals. I niay, therefore, safely leave the 
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decision of this matter in your hands. But 
if these be not the doctrines of the Bible, then 
what are they ? Are they not false doctrines ? 
Beyond all controversy they must be false. 
And in view of them, in connection with 
those I have previously considered, we cannot 
hesitate to fix upon the communion which 
teaches them, that mark of the apostacy laid 
down by the apostle, when he prophetically 
declares, that it shall speak lies in hypocrisy. 
In closing this discouree I wish to say, that 
I have carefully abstained from all gratuitous 
remark which would justly give offence to 
any one, because I believe, that in such a 
spirit as would lead us to avoid unnecessary 
harshness, alone can we hope with any ad- 
vantage to conduct such an investigation as 
the present. My object is not to excite in your 
hearts any unkind or contemptuous feeling 
against the Romanists. But, while I endeavor 
to instruct you in that truth which may save 
3^u from the hurtful influence of specious and 
widely spreading error, to awake compassion- 
ate interest and eflfort upon your part, in be- 
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half of those abeady ensnared by this delu- 
sion. Their errors we have a right to ex- 
pose, if we can, in the use of calm and dis- 
passionate argumej:it. Nay, this is our bound- 
en and imperative duty, as we love our fellow 
men and as we love the truth. But while 
no false charity, nor spurious liberality should 
ever deter us firom a full and fidthful expo- 
sure of error, in every shape and every form, 
our heart's desire and prayer to God for all 
who have been enthralled by misbelief should 
be, that they might be saved. 
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HISL VII. 25. 

Having, in the previous discourses, exa- 
mined three marks of the great apostacy, or 
characteristics by which it was to be distin* 
guished or known, viz: the "doctrines of de- 
vils," « power and signs and lying wonders," 
and "speaking Ues in hypocrisy," I proceed, 
in pursuing this subject, to take up as the 
next mark I wish you to consider, that con- 
tained in these words of the text, ^^forbidding 
to marry, ^ Some ancient heretics entertained 
in relation to the subject of marriage and the 
eating of meats, views which were similar 
in some respects, to those here predicted by 
the apostle as to be held by the aposta- 
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cy. Hence the Romanists have ingeniously 
endeavored to evade the application of these 
marks to themselves, by insisting that Paul 
had these ancient errorists in view. But these 
sects had but a brief existence, and, many cen- 
turies since, have passed away. The apostacy, 
however, the elements of which, as we have 
already seen, began to work already in the a- 
postle's day, and the development of which was 
hindered only by the political power of Rome, 
was, as we gather from other prophecies, 
which we need not introduce here, to be of 
long duration, as is generally believed at pre- 
sent, twelve hundred and sixty years. Paul 
could not, therefore, have referred to them. 
Besides, it must be remembered, that, accord- 
ing to one of the principles laid down in the 
first discourse, in order to identify any com- 
munion professing Christianity with the apos- 
tacy, we must be able to fix upon it not only 
one or two, but all of the marks laid down in 
the text. The question before lis then, in 
relation to the mark now under considera- 
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tion, is not who bore it, but is it imprinted 
on the church of Rome ? 

As the commentary of the Romanists upon 
the prediction we are now examining is cu- 
rious, I shall quote a part of it from the 
Rhemish New Testament. "Is it not now 
an intolerable impudency of the protestants, 
who for a small similitude of words in the 
ears of the simple, apply this text to — the 
chastity of priests and the religious? They 
may as well charge God or the church for 
forbidding the father to mftrrythe daughter, 
or the brother the sister, as they charge the 
church for not admitting married persons to 
the altar, and forcing them and religious per- 
sons to keep the vow of chastity." Without 
pausing to notice the ingenious Jesuitism of 
this comment, intended, in its own language, 
for "the ears of the simple," let me ask, to 
whom else shall we apply it? The mar- 
riages, so ingeniously introduced into this 
comment, of father and daughter, and bro- 
ther and sister, are expressly forbidden in 
the word of God. But will it be pretended 
6 
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that there is a shadow of prohibitioD, ia the 
sacred volume, of the marriage of the mi- 
nisters of religion, or of any class of religious 
persons ? You who read your Bibles know, 
that, if it be, it is a mere pretence, and a 
very shallow one too. If then, in the mat- 
ter before us, the church of Rome forbid 
what God has not forbidden, beyond all con- 
troversy we fix upon it this mark of the apos- 
tacy. The following are brief extracts from 
the decreee of the council of Trent, deliver- 
ed on the twenty-fourth day of its sessions in 
relation to marriage, and will settle the ques- 
tion how far the doctrine of the Romish 
church upon this subject conflicts with the 
word of God. "Whoever shall aflSirm that 
persons in holy orders, or r^ulars may con- 
tract nutrriage, and that to maintain the con- 
trary is nothing less than to condemn mar- 
riage, let him be accursed." Again : « Who- 
soever shall affirm that the conjugal life is to 
be preferred to a life of celibacy, and that it 
is not better — to remain in celibacy than to 
be married, let him be accursed." Now mark 
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that the Romish church does not confine- it- 
self here to a simple opinion, or to the mere 
giving of advice, but, by a positive decree, de- 
nounces that which God has declared to be 
"honorable in all ;" and then tell me if it 
be "an intolerable impudency of the protcs- 
tants, to apply this text" to the church of 
Rome? If the evidence adduced in this case 
be not sufficient to prove, that this charac- 
teristic of the text is borne by the Romish 
church, nothing can be proved by evidence. 
No doubt can remain, in relation to this par- 
ticular, in any unprejudiced mind. And as 
the fearful evils which this enactment has 
produced, are of such a character that I can- 
not venture before 3rou and in this place to 
discuss them, I shall pass to the next mark 
to be examined. 

The characteristic I call you next to con- 
sider will require but a brief notice, and shall 
be disposed of in a few words. It is found 
in these words of the text: ^^ commanding 
to abstain from m^atsP I have been able 
to find in the tridentine decrees, no decision 
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in relation to it ; but the fact that it forms 
a part of the Romish system is so notorious 
and undeniable, that it needs no proof Fast- 
ing is not peculiar to Romanism. It has 
been practised, under peculiar circumstances 
and at proper seasons, by all denominations 
of protestants. But this, you perceive, is not 
the mark laid down by Paul. That is com- 
manding to abstain from meats ; abstinence 
from some kinds of meats, which God has 
created to be received with thanksgiving. It 
is in this distinction, which must not be over- 
looked, that we have the means of fixing this 
mark upon the church of Rome. The great 
fasts of this church, as Lent, and every Fri- 
day in the year, are kept by the people only 
by abstinence from what are usualUy term- 
ed flesh meats. The use of other meats is 
permitted without restraint, while the eating 
of the least morsel of the former, is visited 
upon the offender by the heaviest penalties, 
temporal and spiritual, which the church can 
inflict. I may dismiss this particular, I am 
sur^, without further comment, and with the 
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conviction that you are satisfied I do no in- 
justice to the church of Rome, when I say, 
that she bears this mark of the apostacy dis- 
tinctly upon her. 

The prophet Daniel, to whose prediction, I 
have said, Paul refers in his prophecy, and 
which is therefore properly introduced here, 
as explanatory of Paul's meaning, and as fur- 
nishing one or two additional marks, which 
may serve to enable us more satisfactorily to 
determine where the apostacy is found, speaks 
not, as the apostle, of the apostacy as a body, 
but of the visible head or leader of it, who, 
I need not tell you, is the pope. Hence in 
that part of the text in which the next mark 
to be examined is found, and which is the 
quotation from Daniel, it is said, he ^^ shall 
think to change times and lawsP With 
this explanation, I proceed to examine this 
characteristic. 

You will remember that the apostacy pre- 
dicted here, is from the church of Christ. 
Hence though it might clothe itself, as in- 
deed it has, in direct contradiction to the de- 
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claration of ^the Saviour, that his kisqgdom is 
not of this world, with great temporal power, 
it is a spiritual power for which we must 
look, as that designed by the prophet ; a pow- 
er which, while it has actually apostatized 
from the truth, and can be no part of the 
true church, presents itself as the church and 
the only true church of Christ The change, 
therefore, which it will think to make, or a^ 
tempt to effect, in times and laws, must relate 
to the times and laws of the church. And 
we must seek in a revolution in the church, 
in relation to its ordinances and institutions, 
as established by Christ, the great head of 
the church, for this mark. And where shall 
we seek or find it, unless in the church of 
Rome? However different denominations of 
protestants may differ in regard to some points 
of church discipline and order, they hold, 
without exception, the Bible to be the only 
rule of fiiith and manners, and refer all their 
opinions, in relation even to external order, 
to the word of God as the ultimate standard. 
Nor has any of them ever ventured to change 



AND THE APOSTACY. * 87 

times and laws which Christ has established. 
But look at the church of Rome. The great 
day, or time, which God has appointed for 
his worship, is the Sabbath. This is, by way 
of pre-eminence, the Lord's day, the Lord's 
time. And what has become of this institu- 
tion in countries where popery prevails ? I 
affirm with confidence, that it is substantially 
abolished. The uniform testimony of all 
who are acquainted with such countries is, 
that there is no perceptible difference between 
this day and any other day of the week, oth- 
er than that which is exhibited in a more 
unrestrained indulgence by the people in pro- 
fane and licentious amusements. After early 
mass, the shops are opened, the public gar- 
dens are crowded, some of them being ac- 
cessible only on this day, and the theatres 
are filled; and every where, mingling with 
the throng, are to be seen the ecclesiastics of 
the church. Is not this a changing of times ? 
Nor is it difficult to trace this change, not 
merely to the general influence of the apos- 
tacy, but in detail, through the steps by which 
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it has been effected. I have akeady spoken 
of the multitudes of demons, or tutelary gods, 
worshipped by the Romanists. Now each of 
these saints has his particular anniversary, 
and hence there is such a multiplication of 
sacred days, th&t, as a matter of course, the 
Sabbath falls into neglect and desecration. 
Besides, some of these days, of mere human 
appointment, are elevated, in sacredness and 
importance, even above the Sabbath. The 
" Good Friday," for example, is observed with 
the utmost strictness, and what is practised 
with impunity upon the holy day of God's 
appointment, would be, on that day, the great- 
est sacrilege. On that day, all places of bu- 
siness and public amusement are closed, and 
the people are compelled to regard, with the 
utmost strictness, the appointed usages of the 
time. Need I add another word to satisfy 
you that the charge against the church of 
Rome, of changing times, is sustained? 

Examine the other particular, the change 
of laws. Of her guilt on this point, we have 
already furnished abundant and overwhelm- 
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ing evidence. Recall some of the particulars 
already discussed. Which is the first great 
law of all? Is it not — thou shalt love and 
worship God supremely and alone ? And 
have we not proved, that the church of Rome 
has changed this law, by introducing the 
worship of dead men and angels ? Look 
again at the two particulars first discussed in 
this discourse. Has not this church changed 
the divine laws in regard to marriage, which 
God declares to be honorable in all, and in 
relation to meats, which he has created to be 
received with thanksgiving? Look at the 
practice of this church in regard to the sa- 
crament of the Lord's supper. Does it not 
withhold the cup from the laity, in express 
contradiction to the law of Christ, when he 
said to his disciples, "drink ye all of it?" 
Certainly I need dwell no longer here. No- 
thing can be plainer, than that the church of 
Rome has thought to change times and laws, 
and that, hence, it wears impressed upon it, 
this mark of the apostacy. 
The next mark to be considered is set forth 
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in the text in these words, " he shall wear 
out the saints of the Most HighP These 
words are so plain in their meaning as to 
require no explanation. They refer, as you 
see at once, to the persecution of the true 
children of God. Now 1 do not deny, that 
some portions of the protestant church have 
used the temporal power which God has at 
times given them, in the darker ages, to per- 
secute their brethren. But you are to re- 
member, that we are not enquiring who may 
have been guilty of the sin of persecution, 
but whether the church of Rome has. To 
this enquiry we reply, that not only has it 
been a persecuting church, but that it is such 
now, and preeminently such. It has been 
characterised by this mark through the whole 
period of its history ; and even in this land 
of freedom, instances could be adduced, in 
which this spirit has broken forth into open 
and public demonstrations. Again, and es- 
pecially, let it be marked, that this is the only 
church, professing to be Christian, that ex- 
pressly arrogates the right, wherever it pes- 
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sesses the power, to persecute those who difier 
from it in religious opinions. And that it 
does, there can be no question. In the notes 
of the Rhemish New Testament, it is express- 
ly asserted, that the church possesses power 
to punish heretics. And although there be 
no decree of the council of Trent upon this 
subject, there is one of a general council, of 
full and equivalent authority in the church 
of Rome, which is directly to our purpose. 
One of the canons of the fourth general 
council of Lateran, anathematizes and ex- 
communicates all heretics, orders them to 
be delivered over to the secular arm, directs 
sovereigns and states to exterminate them, 
and threatens them with excommunication if 
they refuse. It grants, moreover, the same 
indulgence to those catholics who undertake 
to extirpate heretics by force of arms, as to 
those who joined the Crusades to the Holy 
Land. In the Rhemish commentary on the 
eighth verse of the first chapter of the epistle 
to the Galatians, it is affirmed, of course with 
approbation of this use of it, that this text has 
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been quoted to prove, "that tlie zeal of catho- 
lic men ought to be so great toward all here- 
tics and their doctrines, that they should give 
them the anathema, though they were never 
so dear to them. In which case, saith this 
holy doctor,*' the person referred to as quot- 
ing this passage for the purpose stated, "I 
would not spare my own parents." Again, 
in the commentary of the same work on the 
sixth verse of the seventeenth chapter of Re- 
velations, we have these words concerning 
heretics : " their blood is not called the blood 
of the saints, no more than the blood of thieves, 
man-killers, and other malefactors: for the 
shedding of which by order of justice, no 
commonwealth shall answer." 

Such are the avowed doctrines of the ac- 
knowledged authorities of this church ; I ask 
you to note, that its uniform practice is in 
accordance with these doctrines. To give 
you but a catalogue of the persecutions of the 
Romish Church for opinion's sake, would 
occupy a large portion of the time allotted to 
this service. I can call you, therefore, to 
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consider only, as an example of them, the 
manner in which those noble witnesses for 
the. truth, the Albigenses and Waldenses, were 
pursued and driven to the death in thousands, 
during the thirteenth century. The purity 
and simplicity of their lives could not be gain- 
said by their persecutors. And the only he- 
resies they could prove upon them, were those 
of adhering strictly to the Bible as the only 
rule of faith, and rejecting the traditions of 
the church, purgatory, mass, and other pecu- 
liarities of Romanism. And yet the perse- 
cution which raged against them, Milner, in 
his church history, declares to have been 
"an assemblage of every thing cruel, per- 
fidious, indecent and detestable." Consider 
what is usually termed the massacre of Saint 
Bartholomew's day, begun at Paris, and spread- 
ing thence throughout the kingdom, in which, 
it is said, that more than thirty thousand pro- 
testants perished under the hands of their in- 
tolerant foes, the Romanists, and for which, 
on the receipt of the news of it, the reigning 
pope publicly gave solemn thanks to God. 
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Perase, again, the history of the persecutions 
of the Reformers, in the sixteenth century, 
who whenever there was the power, were 
tortured to death, because they dared to differ 
in their religious sentiments from the creed 
of Rome ; and thousands of whose disciples 
were burned alive, for no other crime than 
reading the word of God. In fine, examine 
the history of the Inquisition, that infernal 
engine, by which the saints of God, in tens 
of thousands, have been racked and slain ; 
for in Spain alone, Llorente, the secretary of 
the inquisition at Madrid, in the preface to 
bis history of that tribunal, declares that it 
inmiolated on its flaming shambles more than 
three hundred thousand victims ! ! and then 
tell me whether we do not fix. with unerring 
certainty, this mark, of wearing out the saints 
of the Most High God, upon the church of 
Rome. Let me not be told, that these were 
the doings of dark times and ages, and that 
these are no longer the opinions of this church. 
That it is no longer its practice, where it has 
not the power, we know. But that it is no 
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more the creed of that church, it is idle to 
affirm. I have referred to the canon of a ge- 
neral council on this subject, and it has never 
been revoked. It cannot be revoked. To 
admit that it could, would be to overturn 
what I have shewn you to be one of the chief 
pillars of the mighty edifice that church has 
erected. The church of Rome is infallible. 
It never alters its dogmas, nor, in similar cir- 
.cumstances, changes its practice. It is one 
and the same, unalterably and forever. At 
all events, it bears distinctly, on its front, the 
mark we have been discussing. 

I have arrived at the last mark to be con- 
sidered. It is found in the text in these 
words: << Who opposeth and exalteih him,' 
self above all that is called God or that 
is worshipped^ so that he as God, sUteth 
in the temple of God^ shewing himself 
thai he is God." ^^He shall speak great 
words against the Most HighP These 
two passages present substantially the same 
great characteristic of the man of sin, the 
head and type of the apostacy, viz : supremM 
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and even blasphemous arrogance. The 
Romanists, in their commentary upon this 
passage, represent the man of sin as a person 
who is to appear at the end of the world, and 
abolish Romanism and establish heresy. But 
if we can find what is here predicted, actually 
exhibited by the popes, that succession of 
men, intended, as we believe, by the man of 
sin, surely we need wait no longer. Let me 
furnish facts for the decision of this matter. • 
The arrogance of the man of sin is proved, 
first, by the fact that he claims supremacy 
and absolute jurisdiction over all inferior offi- 
cers of the church, and that every thing in 
the kingdom of Christ on earth, is to be sub- 
mitted to his authority, and for his decision ; 
while, in the meantime, he asserts his own 
absolute infallibility, or that it is impossible 
that he should err. Thus he has decreed, 
as we have seen, times and laws not sanc- 
tioned by God ; and in denjring the cup to 
the laity, and in forbidding marriage, and 
commanding to abstain from meats, he has 
mutilated a sacrament of the Saviour's ap- 
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pointment, and absolutely exalted himself a- 
hove God. But, again, not only does he claim 
absolute authority over the whole church, 
but also over even the whole earth. He calls 
himself the vicar of Christ upon the earth ; 
and in former ages, when the Christian world 
acknowledged his claims, he gave away, as 
of right, to whatever prince he pleased, newly 
discovered countries, when they were found. 
Nor were these arrogant claims maintained 
merely in theory. When the Roman see was 
at the height of its power, they were repeat- 
edly and practically exercised. One pope 
compelled a king of England to wait bare- 
foot at his gate, and to hold his stirrup while 
he mounted his horse. Another pope even 
trod upon the neck of another king, as he 
prostrated himself to do homage to this self- 
styled representative of the lowly Son of God. 
And a third pope, after placing the crown 
upon the head of another king, in the extre- 
mity of his arrogance, and to show his power 
to make and to unmake the kings of the earth 
at his pleasure, actually struck it off again 
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with his foot. Is not this sufficient evidence 
of the arrogance of the man of sin? Have 
we not, in these facts, proof enough that he 
has exalted himself above all that is worship- 
ped and reverenced, and even above Christ? 
Bat there are still other facts to be adduced. 
I ask you to mark the attributes and titles he 
assumes. I have already spoken of his claim 
of infallibility; this is one of the peculiar at- 
tributes of God. He claims the power to for- 
give sins ; this, is the prerogative of Jehovah 
alone. He has declared that his decrees arc 
of higher authority than the word of God, 
because he is entrusted with the power of 
explaining and limiting that word; and he 
has denounced greater punishments in the 
world to come upon those who disobey his 
edicts, than upon those who disobey the scrip- 
tures. Consider the very tide by which he 
is uniformly styled and addressed, his holu 
nessj thus claiming as his attribute, that 
which, above all others, it is &e prerogative 
of none but the. Jiving God to assume. Hear 
the cry of the angels and the redeemed, as 
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they bend in adoTing rapture before the throne 
in heaven, "Holy^, Holy, Holy Lord God At- 
oughty," and than tell me ^ it be not the 
very height of bla^hemous^ arrogance, in. a 
sinful and polluted mortal to hear, with ap- 
probation, such a title used in addressing him. 
Equally arrogant and blasph^nous is the lan- 
guage used concerning him by pri\^late wri- 
ters, of authority however, and even in acts 
and decrees of coimcils, and approved by him 
and the whole church; such as, Our Lord 
God, the Pope,— * Another God upon earth, — 
the same is the dominion of God and the 
Pope, — the power of the Pope is to be ac- 
counted greater than the power of any crea- 
ture, for it reacheth to things in heaven, earth 
and hell, — the Pope doeth whatsoever he 
pleaseth even in things unlawful, and is more 
than God. One pope has said of himself^ 
"die [the church] hath given me the mitre, 
in token of things spiritual ; the crown in 
token of things temporal: the mitte for the 
priesthood ; the crown for the kingdom— 
makmg me the lieiOmant of Him who hath 
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writtm upon his thigh andupcm bis Testure^ 
King of kings, and Loid rf lords : I enjoy 
alone the plenitude ot powCTj that others may 
say of me, next to God, 'and out of his full- 
ness we have received.' " And another pope 
heard, with approbation, this language ad- 
dressed to him : << Lamb of God who takest 
awfty the sins of the world, have mercy up- 
on us." Who is it that exalteth himself above 
every thing that is called God ? Who is it 
that opposeth himself to God ? Who is it 
that speaketh great things against the Most 
High ? In view of the facts presented, need 
we wait for the developements of future time? 
Have we not fixed, with unerring certainty, 
upon the man of sin? 

But the apostle also predicts, speaking of 
this &ct in the usual style of prophetic lan- 
guage, as if it had already occurred, that 
«as God he sitteth in the temple of God, 
showing himself that he is God." This pre- 
diction has been fulfilled in a very striking 
manner. The general fact that the pope has 
his seat in the Christian church, so called^ 
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issuing thence his decrees, which, as we have 
already seen, be affirms to be of authority 
even higher than that of the word of God, 
would be sufficient to establish the fulfilment 
of this prophecy in the history of those in- 
vested with the pontifical office. But it is a 
wonderful feet, when considered in connec- 
tion with this prediction, that there is a ce- 
remony of the Romish church, in which this 
prediction is literally accomplished. On the 
occasion of the inauguration of a new pope, 
he is carried, on his throne, into the great 
church of St. Peters, and being placed upon 
the high altar, making the table of the Lord 
his footstool, he is literally adored or wor- 
shipped, by the ecclesiastics and others who 
fill the ed^ce. Thus he literally sits in the 
temple of God, showing himself that he is 
God, and demanding and receiving divine 
honors. 

I have now completed what I proposed in 
the present discussion. I have examined care- 
folly, though concisely, the predictions of the 
text robceming the great apostacy, idiieh 
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was to take place in the church of Gbrist ; 
and the marka laid down in it, by which 
that apostacy is to be known. I greatly d^ 
ceive myself if I have not satisfied you^ that> 
without the least perversion of the prophecy^ 
or the least straining of facts, I have distinct- 
ly and fully proved, that they all meet and 
are found in the church of Rome, and that 
they are found there prominently and with- 
out; exception. In regard to this matter, I, 
al all events, am fully satisfied, and in such 
circumstances, it would be both weakness and 
wickedness on my part, if I shquld hesitate 
to point to the church of Rome, and say, 
there is the great apostacy. 

In the discussion in which we have now 
been, engaged, I have not been attacking othr 
eprs, or atten^pting a species of persecution for 
opinion's sake. I rejoice that in this happy 
land there is universal toleration, and thtf 
treaty one enjoys the liberty of worshipping 
God according to. his conscience. I have 
Jieen .e«erci9ing the right which I cbiim, lat 
4U tiines to examine, in Ma pla(<$e»:anj Vf^ 
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tern of doctrine, IK) mfetter by whom it may 
be held, and to try it by the word of God, 
And what I claim for myself, in this matter, 
I freely accord to all others. I have been 
discharging a high duty which I owe to the 
people of my charge, to enlighten them in 
relation to a subject about which, even in 
this intelligent community, there ought, I ap- 
prehend, to be fuller and more accurate know- 
ledge ; and to unfold the true character of a 
system, the most dangerous of all the delu- 
sions by which men have been ensnared, 
which is 'regarded, I fear, with too much fa- 
vor among us. That this is a timely discus- 
sion, there are startling facts, in the present 
history both of Great Britain and of our own 
country, to show. There is, beyond all ques- 
tion, an eflbrt of unusual vigor in progress 
at the present moment, to disseminate Roman- 
ism, and it has been crowned with iinusual 
success. We must disseimnate the truth. It 
is our only hope in tfie conflict with the pow*^ 
ers of darkness. 
In conclusion, .1 <raU upon you to give 
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thanks to God (ox the age and p]hce in which 
you live ; that, with no superstitious rever- 
ence for the church or its ministry, you are 
at liberty to bring the doctrines we preach 
tp the test of the law and the testimony. 
This I charge upon you that you do, constant- 
ly and faithfully. Never take my word for' 
any doctrine, unless it j^e sustained by the 
infallible word of God, the on^ ultimate rule 
of faith and manners. *Sea}ch.**the scriptures 
whether these things be so. Then shall you 
know the truth, and the truth shall make 
you free. I counsel you further, in all your 
intercourse with those whom you believe to 
be in error, be kind and conciliating. It is 
not the way to win a person from his errors, 
to be harsh and abusive. If you pray for 
those that are deceived and out of the way, 
you can never feel otherwise than kindly to- 
wards them ; and this is your first duty in 
relation to them. Let prayer be mingled with 
your efforts on th^ behali^ and Uien you 
may hope, that, under the divine blessing, 
you will be successful in your labor of love. 
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Finally, I warn you that simple knowledge 
$t the pure truth of the gospel will save no 
one. It will but aggravate the ruin of those 
who perish under the light of the gospel, that 
they perish from amidst that light. Better 
far that we should sin in involuntary igno- 
rance and error, than that we should sin wil- 
fully, against the convictions of the under- 
standing, and resisting the pressure of the 
truth. If you beUevO; obey. True it is, 
blessed are they that know the joyful sound. 
But knowledge without obedience is a curse. 
Ponder the language of the Holy Ghost, « If 
ye know these things, happy are ye, if ye 
do them." 
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